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Address by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to the United Nations General Assembly

Mr. President, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

Nearly 62 years ago, the United
Nations recognized the right of the
Jews, an ancient people 3,500 years-
old, to a state of their own in their
ancestral homeland.

I stand here today as the Prime
Minister of Israel, the Jewish state, and I
speak to you on behalf of my country
and my people.

The United Nations was founded
after the carnage of World War II and
the horrors of the Holocaust. It was
charged with preventing the recurrence
of such horrendous events.

Nothing has undermined that central
mission more than the systematic
assault on the truth. Yesterday the
President of Iran stood at this very
podium, spewing his latest anti-Semitic
rants. Just a few days earlier, he again
claimed that the Holocaust is a lie.

Last month, I went to a villa in a
suburb of Berlin called Wannsee. There,
on January 20, 1942, after a hearty
meal, senior Nazi officials met and
decided how to exterminate the Jewish
people. The detailed minutes of that
meeting have been preserved by
successive German governments. Here

is a copy of those
minutes, in which the
Nazis issued precise
instructions on how to
carry out the
extermination of the
Jews. Is this a lie?

A day before I was
in Wannsee, I was
given in Berlin the
original construction plans for the
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp.
Those plans are signed by Hitler’s
deputy, Heinrich Himmler himself. Here
is a copy of the plans for Auschwitz-
Birkenau, where one million Jews were
murdered. Is this too a lie?

This June, President Obama visited
the Buchenwald concentration camp. Did
President Obama pay tribute to a lie?

And what of the Auschwitz survivors
whose arms still bear the tattooed
numbers branded on them by the
Nazis? Are those tattoos a lie? One-
third of all Jews perished in the
conflagration. Nearly every Jewish family
was affected, including my own. My
wife’s grandparents, her father’s two
sisters and three brothers, and all the
aunts, uncles and cousins were all
murdered by the Nazis. Is that also a
lie?

Yesterday, the man who calls the
Holocaust a lie spoke from this podium.
To those who refused to come here and
to those who left this room in protest, I
commend you. You stood up for moral
clarity and you brought honor to your
countries.

But to those who gave this

Holocaust-denier a
hearing, I say on
behalf of my people,
the Jewish people,
and decent people
everywhere: Have
you no shame?
Have you no
decency?

A mere six
decades after the Holocaust, you give
legitimacy to a man who denies that the
murder of six million Jews took place
and pledges to wipe out the Jewish
state.

What a disgrace! What a mockery
of the charter of the United Nations!
Perhaps some of you think that this
man and his odious regime threaten
only the Jews. You’re wrong.

History has shown us time and
again that what starts with attacks on
the Jews eventually ends up engulfing
many others.

This Iranian regime is fueled by an
extreme fundamentalism that burst onto
the world scene three decades ago after
lying dormant for centuries. In the past
thirty years, this fanaticism has swept
the globe with a murderous violence
and cold-blooded impartiality in its
choice of victims. It has callously
slaughtered Moslems and Christians,
Jews and Hindus, and many others.
Though it is comprised of different
offshoots, the adherents of this
unforgiving creed seek to return
humanity to medieval times.

Wherever they can, they impose a
backward regimented society where

women, minorities, gays or anyone not
deemed to be a true believer is brutally
subjugated. The struggle against this
fanaticism does not pit faith against faith
nor civilization against civilization.

It pits civilization against barbarism,
the 21st century against the 9th century,
those who sanctify life against those
who glorify death.

The primitivism of the 9th century
ought to be no match for the progress
of the 21st century. The allure of
freedom, the power of technology, the
reach of communications should surely
win the day. Ultimately, the past cannot
triumph over the future. And the future
offers all nations magnificent bounties of
hope. The pace of progress is growing
exponentially.

It took us centuries to get from the
printing press to the telephone, decades
to get from the telephone to the
personal computer, and only a few
years to get from the personal computer
to the internet.

What seemed impossible a few
years ago is already outdated, and we
can scarcely fathom the changes that
are yet to come. We will crack the
genetic code. We will cure the incurable.
We will lengthen our lives. We will find a
cheap alternative to fossil fuels and
clean up the planet.

I am proud that my country Israel is
at the forefront of these advances – by
leading innovations in science and
technology, medicine and biology,
agriculture and water, energy and the
environment. These innovations the
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